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Exploring Scripture 

 
Week 7: Take Away the Stone 

John 11:32-44 

Raising of Lazarus 

 

 In this scripture, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. Lazarus was sick, 

and when his sisters, Mary and Martha, realized that he would not recover, 

they sent word to Jesus to come and heal him. Jesus did not hurry back, but 

when he did return, Mary was so distraught by her brother’s loss, she said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (v.32). Some 

people were so upset, they questioned Jesus as to why he didn’t heal 

Lazarus like he had healed the blind man. This scripture shows us how grief 

manifests in many different ways, and how Mary and the others call for 

Jesus to heal, yet still put stipulations on Jesus’ power. We cannot fathom 

the way Jesus will work in a situation. We only have our limited 

understanding about what we think is possible.   

 However, Jesus does heal Lazarus. He brings healing in the only way 

Jesus knows how: to glorify God. Jesus was not just dragging his feet to 

return in his own sweet time. Healing Lazarus through resurrection pointed 

to the incredible work that was about to unfold with Jesus’ own resurrection, 

so the timing was important. Lazarus’ resurrection was meant to show us 

that resurrection is possible for all of us through Jesus’ resurrection. This 

story about Jesus raising Lazarus is really about Jesus raising all of us. 

 How does resurrection work? First, Jesus uses others to help remove 

what prevents resurrection. Jesus asked the others to “take away the stone” 

(v.39), so nothing prevented Lazarus from coming out of the tomb. When 

the barrier was removed, Jesus then called out to Lazarus by name: 

“Lazarus, come out” (v.43). Lazarus came out of the tomb, still bound, and 

Jesus told them, “Unbind him, and let him go” (v.44). Lazarus was still 

bound, and others had to unbind him.  

We often think we have to dig ourselves out of our tombs, but here we 

see that Jesus sends people to help Lazarus before and after. Lazarus 



couldn’t free himself. He needed Jesus and the others to empower him. 

Resurrection for us is not a one-time, solitary experience. When Jesus brings 

people together who work together for healing, resurrection is possible. New 

life is created. 

What was it that brought Lazarus to life? Yes, it was the power of 

Jesus, but what specifically reached Lazarus? Was it a personal connection? 

Jesus wept for the loss of Lazarus and showed great empathy for his friends 

and family. Was it Jesus’ words that brought Lazarus to life? Perhaps these 

are the exact words Lazarus needed to hear. Perhaps Lazarus needed to 

hear Jesus call him by name. Was it the people who made it possible for 

Lazarus to come out of the tomb? Jesus asked the others to “take away the 

stone” (v.39) and “unbind him” (v.44). Maybe it wasn’t one thing. Maybe it 

was all of these that worked together that raised Lazarus from the dead. We 

know it was ultimately the power and love of Jesus that resurrected Lazarus, 

but Jesus did not act alone. 

When we find ourselves buried in our tombs, Jesus often doesn’t act 

alone. He directs people to remove our stones, the stones that keep us 

buried. Sometimes we don’t want others to smell our stench. We’d rather 

keep it buried behind a secure stone than receive life. Perhaps because 

we’ve accepted the fact that that part of our lives is dead. It’s safer to let it 

stay buried than believe it can be resurrected. Jesus doesn’t shy away from 

the stench our situations and our lives have become. If we believe that Jesus 

can remove our stones, then we can receive new life. The part of us that is 

dead can be set free. It may not be exactly how we think or want Jesus to 

heal us, but if we remove the stipulations we put on Jesus, we can be 

healed. Jesus calls to us, by name, and his words bring us life. He resurrects 

us from our tombs and sends others to unbind us. 

 

Reflection questions: 

What are the stones in your life that need to be removed? 

What parts of your life feel dead and need Jesus’ life-giving words? 

What specific words do you need to hear from Jesus? 

Have you ever heard Jesus call you by name? How did that make you feel? 

Who has helped remove the stones and binding in your life?  

Whose stones can you help remove? Who is Jesus calling you to unbind?  


